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Origins date back to the Civil Rights era

Professor Robert Bullard, Father of the Environmental Justice Movement, 

wrote:

"whether by conscious design or institutional neglect, communities of color 

in urban ghettos, in rural 'poverty pockets', or on economically impoverished 

Native-American reservations face some of the worst environmental 

devastation in the nation."

History of Environmental Justice
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• Proposal to construct a hazardous waste disposal facility in Warren 

County, North Carolina for the disposal of PCB-contaminated waste from 

Superfund remediation along North Carolina roads

• Over 500 environmentalists and civil rights activists were arrested during 

the protest over the landfill

• Landfill was constructed and operated (and subsequently remediated 

under Superfund)

Warren County, North Carolina

1982
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• Looked at four off-site hazardous waste facilities in EPA Region IV

• Found 3 of 4 were located in minority areas

• All 4 located in low-income areas

• Study predated RCRA amendments in 1984

GAO Study

1983
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• Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments (HSWA) to RCRA (1984)

• United Church of Christ Commission on Racial Justice study (1987)

• Environmental Justice Organizations founded

– WE ACT (West Harlem Environmental Action)

– Indigenous Environmental Network

– Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic Justice

• EPA Administrator creates Environmental Equity Workgroup

Other Significant Events

1984-1990
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National People of Color Environmental Leadership 

Summit – October 1991
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• June 1992

• Recommendations included the creation of an office within EPA to 

address various inequities recognized in the report.  Office of 

Environmental Equity was established in November 1992.  Later became 

Office of Environmental Justice.

EPA Workgroup Report:

Reducing Risk in All Communities



Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP    |    bradley.com    |    © 2019

• National Environmental Justice Advisory Council (NEJAC)

– Established by Administrator Carol Browner

• Environmental Justice Small Grant Program Established

– provides financial assistance to eligible organizations 

• to build collaborative partnerships

• to identify the local environmental and/or public health issues

• to envision solutions and empower the community through education, 

training, and outreach.

Build Up to EO 12898
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• Signed by President Bill Clinton, February 11, 1994

• Entitled ”Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice In Minority 

Populations and Low-Income Populations”

• No private right of action or right to judicial review

• Not all federal agencies have made an effort to comply 

9

25 Years With Executive Order 12898
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• Established an Interagency Working Group on Environmental Justice

• Directed federal agencies to develop strategies on how to identify and 

address the disproportionately adverse human health and environmental 

effects of programs, policies, and activities on minority and low-income 

populations.

EO 12898
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• State actions

• Dependent on each agency and priorities of administrations

– Clinton

– Bush

– Obama

– Trump

Impacts from EO 12898
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October 23, 2002

Convened in Washington DC

Reviewed accomplishments of environmental justice movement

People of Color Environmental Leadership Summit

(Second)
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NEJAC 20-Year Retrospective Report |   1 
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Plan EJ 2014 was EPA’s overarching strategy for advancing environmental 

justice from 2014-2016. It sought to: 

– 1. Protect the environment and health in overburdened communities. 

– 2. Empower communities to take action to improve their health and 

environment. 

– 3. Establish partnerships with local, state, tribal, and federal governments and 

organizations to achieve healthy and sustainable communities. 

Plan EJ 2014
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• Environmental Justice Agenda - 2016-2020

• Identified Three Goals in 12 Areas

EJ 2020 Action Agenda
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EPA’s Performance Reports

23
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• Civil rights complaints filed with EPA regarding permitting decisions

• EPA’s Office of Civil Rights Responses

• ADEM’s Procedure for Addressing Civil Rights Complaints

• Citizen Challenge to 

• Next Steps

Environmental Justice and ADEM
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